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Does this conversation sound familiar to you?

ASPIRING WRITER How can I improve my writing skills?

JANE By reading and writing on a regular basis.

ASPIRING WRITER But what should I be reading?

JANE Classic books, newspapers, and magazines - anything!

ASPIRING WRITER Okay … what should I be writing?

JANE You should use the reading material as inspiration by journaling your thoughts.

ASPIRING WRITER Okay … who’s going to check it and give me feedback?

JANE *stumped*

Good question! The EWC Journal was founded to address precisely these questions. I’ve had this
conversation hundreds of times. The fact of the matter is that improving your writing is not just about
attending a class. The only way to increase reading and written �uency is to read and write on
a regular basis. There’s no shortcut!

EWJ speci�cally aims to answer the following three questions:

1. What should I be reading on a regular basis?
2. What should I be writing on a regular basis?
3. How will I receive feedback on my written work?

For three years, we have run EWJ as a summer program. Due to its popularity, we are thrilled to
announce that EWJ will be running all year round. Students who fully utilize EWJ’s resources have
found it to also be the most e�ective program to improve their writing skills. You can �nd their
incredible work here: www.ewcjournal.com.

We are incredibly grateful for your support. Creating a publication is no small feat, and I hope you will
�nd it as rewarding as it is educational.

Sincerely,
Jane

http://www.ewcjournal.com
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Our Mission
In order to understand the purpose of The EWC Journal (“EWJ”), we must �rst revisit the de�nition
of a “journal”:

When coming up with our mission for students enrolled in the EWJ program, we take this de�nition
quite literally:

To form positive habits of reading reputable periodicals in order to regularly
engage with current events

To reflect on how the world at large impacts students’ own lives through
various written media

To provide individualized and personal feedback on our students' work and
showcase them to a public audience in order to generate positive feedback

We are thrilled that you are considering joining us on this mission and cannot wait to see what
incredible work you will produce.
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Logistics

What is included in an EWJ subscription?

● Write and receive feedback on FOUR articles per month
● Includes 2 drafts per article so that students can iterate on feedback
● Have the opportunity to be published in our online literary magazine, www.ewcjournal.com!

Everyone and anyone are welcome to write with us! The age of our EWJ sta� writers range from 7
to 50. Choose your appropriate reading level, and you are all set to go.

http://www.ewcjournal.com
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Writing Prompts
Reading and writing go hand-in-hand. Our priority is to have you write regularly, but also we want to
make sure that you are getting good sources of inspiration. This is why our writing assignments all
begin with a reading.

Example

You are prepared to write an article for the EWJ Arts section. You take a look at the list of
available Arts headlines and click on “Obi-Wan Kenobi review: The Star Wars series is a dark
treat” from BBC Culture.

The article is a review of Disney's latest Star Wars spin-o� TV show. After reading it, you
decide to write a critical review of your own! But you don’t want to write about Star
Wars … instead, you just watched Top Gun: Maverick and want to review the movie instead.

That’s a great idea … GO FOR IT!

Note: Depending on your reading level, students will be asked to have a New York Times subscription.
All other reading materials will be provided by EWC from other reputable periodicals directly in EWJ
Notebook.

Below is an in-depth explanation of our section and sample readings:

1. Current Events
Submissions should entail what is happening in the world. Pieces can be about politics, climate change, natural
disasters, coronavirus, and any general events. This can be broad, but should be separated into two sections:
opinion/editorial and news. All admissions must be clearly labeled either opinion or fact-based, and all should be
between 300-400 words. Anything longer may be published in installments.
Professional Examples
News: “Gone From Grocery Stores, Now There’s a Mad Dash to Find Them” by Winnie Hu, The New York
Times
Opinion: “A Decade After Deepwater Horizon” by The Editorial Board of The New York Times

2. Science & Technology
Do you have an opinion about social media? What about video games? This is a segment for anything that
young writers think warrants discussion in the world of technology that is not based on a specific, current event.
This should be an extended comment on some sort of ongoing practice in the contemporary world—for
example, the overwhelming number of cat accounts on Instagram. Advances in scienti�c technology are
wonderful in this section.

Professional Examples
“It’s Cool to Look Terrifying on Pandemic Instagram” by Kaitlyn Ti�any, The Atlantic

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/11/nyregion/Coronavirus-supermarkets-items-missing.html?action=click&module=Top%20Stories&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/19/opinion/deepwater-horizon.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2020/05/augmented-reality-instagram-zoom/611494/
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“The Day the Live Concert Returns” by Dave Grohl, The Atlantic

3. Sports & Arts
This is for students who are passionate about pop culture, from sports to art to television to theater to music to
books. Submissions should either be reviews or more general opinions on the world—for example, the ten best
movies to stream on Net�ix right now, the best songs of 2019, or the biggest mistakes made in the latest major
league baseball game. Because this is pop culture commentary, unless given special permission, all reviews should
be recent—anything discussed generally should not be more than three months old. Submissions should be
between 300-400 words; anything longer may be published in installments.

Examples
Reviews:

● A review of the movie “Onward” by Rumaan Alam, The New Yorker
● A review of the Net�ix television series “Never Have I Ever” by Sarah Larson, The New Yorker

Sports:
● “Major League Baseball is Planning a Comeback” by Sean Gregory, Time

Other:
● “What I Miss Most About Movie Theaters” by Richard Brody, The New Yorker

4. Creative Writing
This is a space for imaginations to run wild. Oftentimes, young writers have a natural proclivity for storytelling,
and this is a place to allow them to write what they want to write. Submissions can be memoirs, poetry, humor,
�ash �ction—anything that moves them. All submissions should be between 300-400 words.

Professional Examples
Flash Fiction: “Have You Ever Met One?” by Rivka Galchen, The New Yorker
Poetry: “The Fire Gilder” by Eavan Boland, The New Yorker
Creative Non�ction: “Hurricane Season” by David Sedaris, The New Yorker

Ready to Register?
We hope you’ll join us on this journey! This isn’t easy, but the e�ort is what makes this program so
rewarding. When you are ready to enroll, please visit: www.eyrewritingcenter.com/ewj.

Look forward to having you in our newsroom!

https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/archive/2020/05/dave-grohl-irreplaceable-thrill-rock-show/611113/
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/culture-desk/onward-the-silly-cynical-pixar-movie-that-strikes-a-nerve-during-quarantine
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/on-television/never-have-i-ever-reviewed-hotness-and-hotheads
https://time.com/5836077/baseball-covid-coronavirus/
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/the-front-row/what-i-miss-most-about-movie-theatres#intcid=recommendations_the-new-yorker-bottom-recirc-similar_df0ab820-874c-4b8c-aa82-ce4e160477bb_text2vec1
https://www.newyorker.com/books/flash-fiction/have-you-ever-met-one
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2020/05/11/the-fire-gilder
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2019/12/02/hurricane-season
http://www.eyrewritingcenter.com/ewj

