
Core   1   
The   Matrix   Map   

  
  

Unit   1.1:   Growing   Pains   
The   goal   of   this   unit   is   to   give   younger   students   an   accessible   entry   into   the   world   of   
classic   literature   through   Mark   Twain’s    The   Adventures   of   Tom   Sawyer .   We   also   aim   to   
provide   an   introduction   to   satire   and   explore   what   role   humor   can   play   in   commentary   
on   adulthood   and   social   maturity.   This   class   draws   on   texts   across   di�erent   mediums,   
focusing   on   and   drawing   connections   between   Twain’s   novel,   folk   songs,   and   
contemporary   works   of   satire.   

  
Unit   1.2:   Poetry   I   
This   unit   unpacks   the   question,   “What   is   Poetry?”   We   analyze   poems   that   explore   the   
senses,   go   through   the   �ve   di�erent   types   of   imagery,   and   discuss   the   basic   poetic   devices   
such   as   symbols,   similes,   and   allusions.   Students   also   write   their   own   poems   as   part   of   
their   anthology.   

  
Unit   1.3:   A   “Perfect”   Society   
The   goal   of   this   unit   is   to   conduct   literary   analysis   on   a   young   adult   classic,   Lois   Lowry’s   
The   Giver .   Students   will   examine   the   concept   of   “sameness”   in   a   community   and   write   a   
dystopian   �ction   of   their   own.     
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Unit   2.1:   Gazing   into   Space   
The   goal   of   this   unit   is   to   expose   students   to   the   genre   of   science   �ction   through    Ender’s   
Game    by   Orson   Scott   Card.   We   explore   how   to   view   humanity   in   a   futuristic   context   and   
write   a   critical   response   analyzing   the   text’s   argument.   We   also   read   several   excerpts   from   
scienti�c/technological   periodicals   and   technical   texts.   

  
  

Unit   2.2:   Poetry   II   
This   unit   builds   on   a   fundamental   understanding   of   poetry.   In   addition   to   basic   poetic   
devices,   we   go   beyond   �gures   of   speech   to   explore   di�erent   structures   such   as   the   ode,   
haiku,   sonnet,   and   prose.   We   examine   di�erent   sounds   &   rhythms   as   well   as   emotion   &   
tone.   Students   also   write   their   own   poems   as   part   of   their   anthology.   

  
  

Unit   2.3:   Get   a   Clue!   
This   unit   dives   into   the   world   of   mysteries,   primarily   through   Arthur   Conan   Doyle’s   
beloved    Sherlock   Holmes    and   various   works   of   Edgar   Allen   Poe.   Students   will   write   a   
compare   and   contrast   piece   across   various   media   representations   of   the   character   John   
Watson.     
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Unit   3.1:   Burning   Books   
This   unit   looks   at   banned   books,   primarily   through    Fahrenheit   451,    and   discusses   the   
relationship   between   literature,   knowledge,   and   power.   We   will   discuss   the   history   of   
banning   books,   the   politics   of   �ction   writing,   and   read   other   works   that   have   been   
banned   historically.   Writing   assignments   include   both   literary   and   historical   analyses.   

  
  

Unit   3.2:   Poetry   III   
This   unit   is   the   culmination   of   our   poetry   units.   We   discuss   the   ekphrastic,   ars   poetica,   
and   experimental   poetry.   Using   our   knowledge   of   poetic   fundamentals,   we   will   also   
conduct   lightning   rounds   of   poetry   analysis   in   addition   to   a   more   in-depth   written   
analysis.   

  
  

Unit   3.3:   Stories   of   Resilience   
This   unit   explores   memoirs   as   the   bridge   between   history   and   literature,   primarily   
through   Jeanna   Wakatsuki’s    Farewell   to   Manzanar .   The   class   will   focus   on   memoirs   
written   from   the   perspectives   of   children.   Writing   assignments   include   both   literary   and   
historical   analysis   based   on   primary   and   secondary   texts.     
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Unit   4.1:   The   Jane   Austen   Book   Club   
The   �rst   unit   of   Core   4   focuses   on   the   Jane   Austen   classic,    Pride   and   Prejudice .   The   
primary   objectives   are   to   become   more   familiar   with   antiquated   language,   conduct   basic   
literary   analysis,   and   write   a   comparative   �lm   and   literature   analysis.   We   will   also   be   writing   
an   expository   essay   on   the   English   Georgian   society   at   the   turn   of   the   19th   century   through   
primary   and   secondary   historical   texts,   most   notably   excerpts   from   Mary   Wollstonecraft’s    A   
Vindication   of   the   Rights   of   Woman.     

  
  

Unit   4.2:   Odysseus   &   The   Homeric   Epic   
The   second   unit   of   Core   5   centers   around   Homer’s    The   Odyssey .   In   addition   to   using   
guiding   questions   to   trace   the   plot   of   this   epic,   we   discuss   crucial   themes   around    xenia   
(hospitality)   and    nostos    (homecoming)   as   well   as   the   importance   of   the   oral   tradition.   
Writing   assignments   on   character   analysis   will   require   clear,   concise   thesis   statements.   
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Unit   5.1:   On   the   Pursuit   of   Happiness   
The   �rst   unit   of   Core   5   breaks   down   the   components   of   an   expository   essay.   In   addition   to   
breaking   down   a   “model”   history   paper,   students   will   write   a   compare   and   contrast   essay   on   
the   American   and   French   Revolutions   through   the   lens   of   classic   political   thinker,   Edmund   
Burke.   Students   will   read   primary   text   excerpts   from   “On   Conciliation   with   America,”   “On   
American   Taxation,”   and   “Re�ection   on   the   Revolution   in   France”   and   incorporate   their   
analysis   of   the   texts   into   their   essay.   

  
  

Unit   5.2:   Shakespeare   &   Dramatic   Theory   
The   second   unit   of   Core   5   focuses   on   the   Shakespearean   comedy,    Twelfth   Night .   We   will   
learn   about   the   classic   characteristics   of   a   comedy,   how   they   apply   to   Shakespeare,   and   
analyze   contemporary   scholarship   on   Shakespearen   comedies.   Students   will   also   analyze   
sonnets,   explore   the   di�erent   types   of   irony   in    Twelfth   Night ,   and   ultimately   write   an   essay   
on    why    the   play   is   humorous.   
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Course   Description   
The   Intro   100s   series   starts   at   the   very   beginning   from   building   sentences   using   “applied   grammar”   to   constructing   
paragraphs.   Writing   lessons   will   be   based   on   reading   material   taken   from   short   stories,   newspaper   articles,   and   essays,   and   
various   personal   narratives.   Students   will   also:   

  
● Build   their   vocabulary   through   above-grade   level   reading   assignments   
● Learn   how   to   write   a   personal   narrative   and   biography   under   timed   conditions   
● Receive   feedback   based   on   weekly   assignments   and   two   in-class   exams   

  
Note   that   the   curricula   for   Intro   100   and   Intro   150   have   the   same   structure   -   only   the   reading   material   changes.   Intro   100   is   
recommended   for   Grades   4-6   and   Intro   150   is   recommended   for   Grades   6-8.   A   placement   test   is   available   on   our   website   at   
www.eyrewritingcenter.com/placement    (Part   C).     
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Course   Description   
The   Intro   200s   series   picks   up   where   the   Intro   100s   series   left   off.     

● In   the   first   half   of   course,   students   learn   the   ins   and   outs   of   the   “Personal   Narrative,”   and   they   will   eventually   
flesh   out   their   own.   Students’   personal   narratives   from   the   Intro   200s   series   have   the   option   of   publication.   

● In   the   second   half   of   the   course,   students   will   learn   the   anatomy   of   the   “Research   Paper.”   This   includes   
conducting   research,   coming   up   with   a   thesis   statement,   forming   body   paragraphs,   and   compiling   citations.   

  
Note   that   the   curricula   for   Intro   200   and   Intro   250   have   the   same   structure.   Intro   100   is   a   prerequisite   for   200   is   
recommended   for   Grades   4-6.   Intro   150   is   a   prerequisite   for   250   and   is   recommended   for   Grades   6-8.   
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