
A Letter from Our Founder
“Writing,” E.B. White once said, “is an act of faith, not a trick of grammar.”

That is probably among the last things a student working on her college application needs to hear. Your typical
high school junior is knee-high in books, juggling her extracurricular activities with community service
requirements, knocking on the doors of teachers for recommendations, ripping through practice SAT tests …
and you want me to view the personal statement as a spiritual exercise?

OK, fair. Instead, let us start with this ubiquitous fact: that acceptance into selective colleges is harder than ever
before – in fact, Harvard rejected 97% of its applicants last year. So yes, maybe your child has the top grades, the
perfect SAT scores, and a nice stash of community service credits. As it so happens, she is also the Student Senate
President and runs the debate team in her “spare time.” But would I like her? Is she someone I can relate to and
have a (non-alcoholic) beer with? This is the primary question that university admission committees ask.

Of course, there is no practical way for members of the committee to come close to truly knowing your child.
But at the end of the day, the personal essay is the only window they have. You would be surprised at howmuch
a piece of writing can say about someone. Diction and syntax play a speci�c tone; a writer composes it into a
melody. It’s a �ne line – Is your tone assertive? (That’s good.) Overly assertive? (That’s not good.)

These questions go to show you just how deeply personal and individualized good writing is. Over the years that
I’ve spent working with students on a pro bono basis, I know for a fact that essay writing is by far the hardest for
them, beginning with the topic. Suggestions tend to either be a rehash of prestigious awards or an
overdramatization about a summer in the soup kitchen. (Spoiler ahead: Don’t do these things.)

I wish you all the very best of luck with your admissions process. Yes, it is grueling (it certainly was for me), but it
is my sincere hope that the personal essay can enable you to pause in the whirlwind of your high school years,
re�ect, and learn a little something about yourself. After all, your essay has to move you before it can begin to
move someone else. The saying goes that a picture is worth a thousand words – we’ll do it in 650. I hope that
challenge excites you as much as it does me, and that I can help you become better writers in the process.



Your Output
We believe thatwriting is like gas: it will �ll up whatever space you give it. That is why we at EWC
run College Essay Bootcamps on a very tight schedule with �rm and concrete deadlines.

At the end of the 7-week bootcamp, you should:

Form a narrative for your overall application. This is essential as you craft
your essays to best position yourself to universities.

Compile the “Activities” portion of your Common Application.

Complete �nal* versions for the following essays:

★ Personal Statement
★ The “Why This College?” Essay
★ Your Community
★ Your Academic Interest

* Dependent on students’ work and e�orts. EWC will provide two rounds of revisions for each essay.

We have chosen the three supplemental essays above because their contents encompass 60-80% of all
essays that you will write across your applications.



Schedule
Completing all the outputs above within 7 weeks is a challenging feat. As such, we will be using a
combination of lectures, 1-on-1 live sessions, and editing sessions.

Lecture 1-on-1 Homework

Orientation ● Walk through College Bootcamp Portal
● Fill out EWCQuestionnaire

Week 1 Introducing the College
Application & The Personal
Statement

Introductory Meetings &
Personal Statement Topic
Discussion

Fill out Activities section of
Common Application

Week 2 Structuring Your Personal
Statement

Discussing Your Personal
Statement

Produce Draft 1 of Personal
Statement

Week 3 Overview & Structure of
Your Three Supplements

Discussing Your Supplements Produce Draft 1 of The Three
Supplements

Week 4 No Lecture Discussing Your Supplements Continue Producing Draft 1
of The Three Supplements

Week 5 Rewriting Your Personal
Statement: Tone, Coming
Alive, and Trimming

Discussing Your Personal
Statement Revisions

Produce Draft 2 of Personal
Statement

Week 6 How to Revise & Trim
Your Supplements

Discussing Your Three
Supplement Revisions

Produce Draft 2 of The Three
Supplements

Week 7 Final Send-O� Putting It All Together: Going
Through Your Application
Narrative

Congratulations on the
completion of this challenging
journey!

Live Lecture Schedule:
Sundays 2:00pm-3:30pm



Ready to Register?
We hope you’ll join us on this journey! This isn’t easy, but the e�ort is what makes this program so
rewarding. When you are ready to enroll, please visit:
https://www.eyrewritingcenter.com/college-essay-bootcamp
If you have any additional questions, please:

● Reach out to us at jane@eyrewritingcenter.com OR
● Set up a 1-on-1 chat with us https://calendly.com/eyrewritingcenter/chat-with-joanna

Look forward to working with you on your applications this year!
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